September 28, 2016

REMEMBERING SHIMON PERES

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor the life and legacy of a
dear friend, a great leader, a pioneer in
his own right, someone I admire, and
someone many of us have cheered on,
President Shimon Peres. President
Peres helped build Israel through hard
work and tough diplomacy aimed at re-
starting peace talks, and championed
Israel’s security and prosperity until
his last breath. A giant among states-
men and inspiration to so many, his
passing marks an end of an era and is
a great loss to Israel, the region, and
the world; but his legacy lives on in his
unwavering commitment to regional
peace and in the future of the Jewish
people where generations upon genera-
tions will build a better, safer, and
more peaceful future.

Last night, we got the very sad news
that President Peres passed away after
suffering a stroke 2 weeks ago, and I
want to come to the floor to speak
about him.

We all know the biography. Born in
Poland, he grew up in Tel Aviv and
spent some time studying in the United
States, including at Harvard Univer-
sity and New School for Social Re-
search in New York. Since the mid-20th
century, President Peres committed
his life to advancing peace and rec-
onciliation in the Middle East and ad-
dressing security issues that faced the
region. He became the Director General
of Israel’s Ministry of Defense at the
age of 29 and had an impressive polit-
ical career that spanned seven decades,
which included two terms as Prime
Minister and one as President. He won
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1994 for his
role in negotiating the Oslo accords,
along with Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin and Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat. President Obama award-
ed him the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom in 2012. A further testament to his
hard work, commitment to his coun-
try, and legacy, he continued to engage
on matters of importance to Israel
after leaving public office in 2014.

I have known and observed President
Peres for a long time, in particular,
during my almost 40 years in Congress,
and I can say that we have much to
celebrate in him, starting with one of
the greatest achievements of the 20th
century—the founding of the modern
State of Israel, which followed the
most incomprehensible and evil event
of the 20th century, when the Nazis,
with the complicity of so many others,
sought to exterminate a people. Peres,
along with survivors of the Holocaust,
helped to build modern Israel, and as a
result, never again will the Jewish peo-
ple be dependent on anyone else for
their security.

I met with then-President Peres on
my last trip to Israel in 2012, and, as
with every engagement we have had, I
was reminded of his strong commit-
ment to regional peace that I believe
changed the course of Israel’s history
in so many areas—defense, the occupa-
tion of the West Bank, the economy,
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and the peace process itself. Now, I
have been a longtime friend and sup-
porter of Israel, and I also have had the
great honor in my years in the Senate
to be on the committee that provided
billions in foreign assistance and mis-
sile defense to Israel and ensured Israel
had the resources it needed while en-
forcing current and potential future
sanctions against Iran. So I have been
a close observer of Israel and seen
Peres up close and personal.

What I can say about him is that, in
our conversations, I told him my sup-
port for Israel is unabashed and unwav-
ering and that I will continue to be a
voice for Israel and a vote for Israel in
the U.S. Senate. I said the United
States will always stand by Israel since
we are bound together by our common
values, by history, and by our shared
national interests. I said that support
for Israel must be unflinching and un-
flagging and that the United States
will continue to make sure that Israel
maintains its qualitative edge—the
ability to counter and defeat any mili-
tary threat. We have had good con-
versations over the years, so I could
not be more emphatic when I say that
his legacy, along with his status as the
last surviving member of Israel’s
founding generation which we cannot
ignore, puts him in his own category
among Israel’s most iconic political
figures.

Israel has had to endure many wars
and live in constant readiness for bat-
tle under the constant threat of ter-
rorism; yet the people of Israel have re-
mained strong and resolute, a testa-
ment to the legacy of Shimon Peres.

Today we honor the life and legacy of
our friend Shimon Peres, and all
friends of Peres and Israel should re-
commit ourselves to ensuring the sur-
vivability and viability of the State of
Israel, now and forever. I will miss my
dear friend, but look forward to a fu-
ture of peace, prosperity, and friend-
ship that will live on.

MONTREAL PROTOCOL 28TH
MEETING OF PARTIES

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I
wish to express my support for a suc-
cessful 28th meeting of parties to the
1989 Montreal Protocol on substances
that deplete the ozone layer, scheduled
to take place next month in Kigali,
Rwanda. The 28th meeting of parties,
commonly referred to as MOP28, is un-
dertaking the incredibly important
task of reaching an agreement on an
amendment to the Montreal Protocol
to phase down the worldwide produc-
tion and application of
hydrofluorocarbons, HFCs, which are
incredibly potent, short-lived, green-
house gases most commonly used as re-
frigerants in air conditioners and for
cold storage. Phasing down HFCs is a
critically important step towards real-
izing the enhanced ambition goals of
the Paris Agreement to limit the rise
in global average temperature to 1.5 de-
grees Celsius.
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I fully support MOP28’s aims of
reaching an agreement that is high on
ambition and expeditious in its
timeline. There is no time to lose if we,
as a global community, are to act suc-
cessfully to stem the causes of the
Earth’s rapidly changing climate sys-
tem.

Prior to the Montreal Protocol’s im-
plementation, the Earth’s ozone, Os,
the thin layer of concentrated Oz in our
atmosphere responsible for regulating
the intensity of the Sun’s penetrating
ultraviolet, UV, light, had developed
massive holes near the Earth’s poles
and had worn dangerously thin around
most of the world. A diminished ozone
layer poses serious threats to human
health by proliferating skin diseases
from overexposure to UV light, seri-
ously harms global crop yields and ag-
ricultural production, and hastens the
useful life of a variety of plastic mate-
rials utilized in a variety of outdoor
applications.

The Montreal Protocol’s incremental
approach to phasing out harmful ozone
depleting substances, ODSs, is a testa-
ment to how inclusive and transparent
approaches to multilateral environ-
mental agreements that incorporate
constructive inputs from affected in-
dustries and the scientific community
can achieve positive environmental re-
sults. Starting with the phase out of
chlorofluorocarbons, CFCs, the worst-
of-the-worst ozone depleting sub-
stances, followed by the phase out of
hydrochlorofluorocarbons, HCFCs,
these agreements have the Earth’s
ozone on track to be fully recovered by
2065.

Hydrofluorocarbons, HFCs, are the
chemical refrigerant alternative that
replaced HCFCs and CFCs. Unfortu-
nately, HFCs are extreme greenhouse
gases. Some HFCs are 4,000 times more
potent greenhouse gases than carbon
dioxide. The fairly recent expansion of
mass production and worldwide use of
HFCs, post-HCFC and CFC elimination,
are believed to have significantly con-
tributed to the recent worsening of the
global climate crisis.

While the Montreal Protocol is de-
signed to address ODSs, not climate
change, the decision was made at the
Montreal Protocol’s 27th meeting of
parties in Dubai that the Montreal
Protocol provides an effective mecha-
nism to address this family of chemi-
cals effectively.

According to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, EPA, “HFC use and
emissions are rapidly increasing as a
result of the phase out of ozone-deplet-
ing substances (ODS) and growing glob-
al demand for air conditioning and re-
frigeration. The continued emissions of
HFCs—primarily as alternatives to
ODS and as byproduct emissions of
HFC-23—are having an immediate and
significant effect on the Earth’s cli-
mate system. Without further controls,
HFC emissions could largely negate the
climate benefits achieved under the
Montreal Protocol.”

The United States has demonstrated
exceptional leadership with respect to
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